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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honoradble 7, N, Trimble, First Assistant
State Superintendent of Public¢ Instruction
Austin, Texss

Dear 31rs Attorney Genersl's File 0-7522
Res Authority of County school /
Trustees t0 group oOr snnex
portions of schvol ann-xeu
to form a ™urel high scheol
district under Artic
or 29226, V. A. C. 8.

We have your let or November 22, 1 Quest-
ing an opinion froa this depar the\ folloving ion:

under Article
roup or x

* A. c. al’
s of esstad-
oF satadblish

2922a; Y,A.C.8.;71s the statuts vhich
suthoris 1 trusteen to establish rurel high
school s out/ procsdure by vhich common
or ipdependen lchoo nyot; alling within certain scholastic
po 4 or snnexed for prursl high school dis-~
trict 28, ¥, A. C. 8., pertains to the
met quiressnt procedure necessary for the estabd-
lis school districts which shall contain an
ares square miles or shall contain more than
seven ele ry sthool 4districts, Attorney Gensrel's Opinion
No. 0-6081, n cow of vhich 1is sattached hareto, discusses at
length t hority to group or annex school dlltricts to

form a runl high school district,

Article 2922a, to the sxtent that it is perti-
nsnt to this opinion, resads as follovs:

N COMMUMNICATION IS TO BE CONSTRURD AT A DEPARTMEMTAL OPIMION UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTOREE~ SENERAL OR FIRST el TAMY
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"In sech eorganized ceunty in this State
snd in any coumnty vhich shall hersafter bde
organised, the oounty school trustees shall
have the suthority to form one oF more rural
high school distriets, by grouplng coatiguous
comuod achool districsts haviag less thaa feur
hundred schola3tis populatieon and independent
school districts having less than tvo hundred
and £if%y scholastic populatioca for the pur-
pose of establis and opsrating rurel high
schools, provided alsc that the county sochool
trustees mMAY annex ehs OF WoPre common school
distriets or one or more independsat ashool
districts having less than tvo bhuadred and
TITTy seholastioc popeulatioa to a common school
district having four humdred or more scholastic
Population or to aa independsat district having
tvo hundred and fifty or sore scholastic popu-
lation upon the approval of the doard of
tmistess of each school distriot affested;
provided that vhen one or more comson school
districts are 30 annsxed to & commoa school
dISTFIct haviag four hundred or more schelastic
population, or %o an independent district
having tvo bundred and fifty, or more scholaatie
population, ss the case may be, a board of
trustees shall be aslected froa the distriact at
large and shall have the mansgement and control
of the district as enlarged until the time for
the next election amd qumalificatioas of trustees for
comeon and iadormt districts, es provided by Qea-
eral lav, . . ." (Uaderscoring ours)

It seems appareat to this department that Article
2922a clearly provides that oaly districts cam be grouped or aa-
nexed te form rural high schoel dlstriets, We are umable to
construe therein any legislative inteat vhich vould suthorise the
establishment of a rurel high school district by the groupinmg or
annexing of part of sohool dlstriets, The Legislature haviag
prescribed s method for the formatioa of rurel high school dis-
tricts and havimg limited the groupling or annexation of districts
for that purpose to ome op more districts, as dsscribed and
defined ian Article 2922a amnd 2922s, it follows that the couaty
school trustees are vithout suthority to establish a rurel high
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school district im & 2ethod st verisnce vith the suthority
graated them in ths sald statute, It iz our opinioa, there-
fore, that your Questioan should be answered in the negative,

wWe will poiat out, however, that under Articlen
2782¢ and 27A2f, Y, A, C, S., & portion of a common school
district may be annexed to an lndependent school dlstrict, the
procedure and legality of vhich is fully discussed in Attorney
Generel's Opinion No, 0-6868, & copy of vhich is sttached
hereto., Thus, it is possible that a portinn of an existing
school district desired to be included ia a proposed rurel
high school district, by first beling annexed in accordance with
Article 2742¢ anmd 27‘2: to a district, vhich subsequently
under Article 2922a er 2922¢ is constituted s rurel high school
district, may, in that indirect manner, be included 1in a pro-
posed rural high school district ares,

Prusting the above satisfactorily ansvers your
ingquiry, ve remain

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
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BY Chester R, Ollison
Assistant
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